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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: MOHAMED ALI VISIT TO COTONOU 
REF: COTONOU 731 

1 DEPARTMENT WAS APPROACHED IN MARCH BY THADDEUS ARNOLD 
OF VERDAD INC. REGARDING PROPOSED MOHAMED ALI EXHIBITION 
BOXING TOUR. ARNOLD MENTIONED INTENTION VISIT GABON, 
CAMEROON, NIGERIA, IVORY COAST, AND SENEGAL (BUT NOT 
DAHOMEY) PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER TITLE MATCH TO BE FOUGHT IN 
KINSHASA. DEPARTMENT REPEATING 059390 FOR COTONOU 
INFORMATION. 

2. ARNOLD APPEARS TO BE LEGITIMATE WASHINGTON-BASED 
BUSINESSMAN, NEWLY ARRIVED ON LOCAL SCENE. DESK OFFICER 
SPOKE WITH HIM MAY 16, AND HE PROMISED KEEP DEPARTMENT 
INFORMED ABOUT ALTS TOUR PLANS. YOU SHOULD TELL MRGD 
THAT WHILE EMBASSY OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED IN ALI EXHIBITION, 
HIS US PROMOTERS HAVE MADE IT CLEAR VISIT WILL BE 
HANDLED PRIVATELY, NOT TO INCLUDE USG FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
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